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My name is Lucio Bernardini Papalia and I am the Coordinator of 
the Basilicata Region Sprint Europe Service in Brussels. First of all 
allow me to start welcoming you to this roundtable organised by the 
Region of Basilicata with the patronage of the First Vice President of 
the European Parliament Mr. Pittella and of the Chairman of the “Sky 
and Space” Intergroup of the European Parliament, Mr Vittorio Prodi. 

 

I would like to thank Mr. Pittella and Mr. Prodi and also the President 
of Basilicata Region Mr. De Filippo that unfortunately at the last 
moment could not join us in Brussels, and my colleagues for their 
strong support to the organisation of this initiative. I would like to 
thank all the speakers and the participants for being here. 

 

The roundtable has a double aim: First of all we would like to present 
to the European Institutions and stakeholders the expertise, projects and 
policies of the “Basilicata Earth Observation Cluster”. We have today a 
delegation of selected practitioners that represent the triple Helix 
System of Basilicata (research centers, universities, large enterprises, 
SMEs and regional government).  

The second aim is to share information and to debate with the EU 
speakers on the opportunities offered by the EU policies, programs and 
funding in key sectors such as: space, environment, research, 
innovation, SMEs and security.  

 



We know we are facing a period of economic crisis, but we also know 
that when it ends, hopefully soon, we will have to restart looking 
towards the future. We think that the best way to do it, is to invest in 
the innovation of our enterprises. We want to develop this path 
together: Public authorities, enterprises, research centers.  

The sectors where we will focus our investments in innovation are: 

- Earth Observation (ICT, precision mechanics, services); 

- Mobility (mechanics, electromechanics, chemistry); 

- Energy (chemistry, mechanics, electromechanics); 

- Agro- biotechnologies (chemistry, biotech, agriculture).  

 

The Region of Basilicata is one of the founder of the NEREUS network 
(the Network of European Regions Using Space Technologies) and 
since last general assembly it is also member of its management board. 
Since the beginning of NEREUS, we set up in Basilicata a very active 
practitioners working group that participate to NEREUS activities and 
WGs in order to develop the dialogue with EU institutions, to make a 
mapping of GMES and GNSS/Galileo applications in the regions, to 
facilitate partnerships and exchange of knowledge between member 
regions, to bid for EU projects (an example is the FP7 GMES 
Doris_net.project,) to make a mapping of universities learning 
resources in the field of space technologies and collect best practices in 
space education, and finally to investigate the possibility of students, 
graduate and young professional international exchanges or 
placements. 

 

We started also a mapping exercise among our practitioners, to prepare 
an overview of the involvement of local research organisations, 
enterprises and universities in national and international project on 
Earth Observation applications and services. You will find some 
examples in the Roundtable folder. 

 



In conclusion, in order to contribute in letting EU2020 Strategy become 
a reality, we strongly believe that regions are important strategic 
partners for the EU. They have a crucial role to play in enhancing the 
development of a knowledge based economy, through the 
implementation of adequate European Policies and through concrete 
actions involving the main actors of the economic development 
(Enterprises, Universities, Research Centres, Public Authorities) and 
supporting the establishment and development of networks between 
European Partners. This strong collaboration between regions and EU 
Institutions is needful to compete together and successfully in the 
globalized market.  

 

I know that the time is very limited so I kindly ask to all the speakers to 
be brief in order to have  more time to debate.  

The conference will be held in English and Italian. Simultaneous 
interpretation will be provided in these two languages. 
 
The roundtable will be followed by the screening of the movie "Basilicata 
Coast to Coast", directed by Rocco Papaleo, (with English subtitles) co 
financed by the Basilicata Region. 
 
The round table will be moderated by Mr. Vittorio Prodi.  
 
Thank you. 


