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The workshop on the subject of "Towards a smart specialization in the field of space technologies: the 

contribution of European regional policy to Europe 2020," took place in Matera, the Basilicata Region in Italy 

on 8 June 2012. Mr Jens Zvirgzdgrauds from the CoR ENVE Secretariat presented the key points of the Opinion 

of the Committee of the Regions on ‘Towards a space strategy for the European Union that benefits its citizens,’ 

CdR 163/2011 fin, rapporteur Mr Herrmann Kuhn (DE/PES). 

Jens Zvirgzdgrauds participated in the panel discussion of the NEREUS' GMES working group with a short 

contribution on the subject of new requirements for the evolving EU policy to better promote regional 

cooperation in the area of the GMES. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

First of all, I would like to thank you for the invitation and for providing the CoR with the opportunity 

to present the Committee of the Regions' Opinion on the European space policy. This workshop is 

especially important because it gives us an overview of the many different best practices in the area of 

space policy undertaken by the regional and local authorities. 

Today, we have a unique opportunity of discussing a range of ideas put forward by key stakeholders 

on the future European space policy. But first, as a basis for this exchange of views,  I would like to 

highlight some points excerpted from the Opinion of the CoR adopted in December 2011, on the 

following subject: "Towards a Space Strategy for the European Union That Benefits Its Citizens." In 

this opinion, the CoR indicated that local and regional authorities can make a significant contribution 

to space policy. Specifically, the CoR made the following comments: 

 

 The CoR highlighted the fact that local and regional authorities have a key role as user of GMES 

services. The CoR has therefore urged the European Commission to propose how long-term 

funding for the operation of GMES can be guaranteed within the EU budget in the future. The 

CoR has stressed that the GMES, like Galileo, is a European project and therefore it belongs in 

the EU budget in order to guarantee financial sustainability and transparency, along with 

democratic oversight of the funding.  
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 In particular, the CoR has emphatically recommended that the establishment of regional GMES 

development and application centres should be promoted, and that European networks such as 

NEREUS should be given support and assistance for its development. Moreover, the CoR stressed 

that local and regional authorities already make a significant contribution by creating clusters and 

competitiveness zones that bring together manufacturers (including SMEs), higher education 

institutions and scientific research. As such, they play a key role in the processes of innovation 

and technology transfer. 

 Nevertheless, the CoR strongly suggested that local and regional authorities also have a key role 

as users. For example, they may act as town and country planning bodies and as bodies 

responsible for the environment and civil protection, or undertake other tasks that involve 

collecting and processing satellite-based data. Moreover, it is the regions and their citizens that 

are actually the market for the application and use of space technologies. 

During our discussions today, several specific ideas have emerged among the stakeholders from 

various regions and networks who are present, as to the ways in which the CoR could explore in the 

future a closer involvement in the space policy area. 

The CoR has been called on by various stakeholders to explore the possibilities of joining the member 

states' representatives in the GMES users' forum, to which NEREUS unfortunately has not yet been 

granted access.  

Outside of the CoR, we have a few studies already pointing to potentially beneficial cohesion impact, 

if direct co-funding from the Structural Funds would be granted to promote usage of GMES 

downstream applications / services. They are: 

 a study on regional supply and demand for satellite services in Italy recently carried out by the 

region of Lombardy;  

 a study done under the aegis of the GMES Bureau of the EC, that does not provide a breakdown 

of data by region; and  

 a study titled "Mini Study Report on Smart Specialisation in Space: The economic potential of 

space technology and downstream services for Europe's regions", produced by CEON GmbH, 

Bremen, for DG Regional Policy (European Commission). 

However, a more detailed analysis on statistics and possible cause-and-effect linkage, on the basis of 

the currently available incomplete / inconclusive evidence, may still further ongoing EU policy 

debates. Such a study, if undertaken by the CoR, could contribute to the work of the potential CoR 

rapporteur on the expected (autumn 2012) Industrial Policy for Space. 

It should be noted that the space policy has shown problems of "innovation gap" of space 

technologies: after the research and development stage, covered by the FP7/Horizon 2020, when 

services become operational, they could ideally be funded in a strategic partnership between the EU 
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and its member states. Satellite technologies do not only imply investment costs, but they also help 

avoiding costs in a range of sectors. 

The local and regional trends observed in the field of GMES-related developments, services, needs 

and potential applications inevitably raise the question of the economic and business case for future 

use of GMES-based services across EU regions. The most important question to answer in this 

context is: what kind of funding directed towards actual and potential users will be made available by 

the EU and its Member States when services become operational (the successful completion of the 7th 

Framework projects)? 

In Europe, like elsewhere in the world, Earth observation infrastructure provides services for public 

authorities; hence it depends on public funding for research and development, as well as for the 

operational deployment of services.  

The fact is that 66% of the turnover achieved by the European space sector is ensured by institutional 

customers, whilst only 5% of the turnover in the commercial market concerns Earth observation 

services. To overcome the innovation gap, further public investment could help reach an industrial 

critical mass and create beneficial spillover effects in other sectors such as science and economy. 

The operational phase is crucial for the economic breakthrough of new technology developments, but 

this requires financial assistance to overcome startup costs in regards to the uptake of new technology 

by a variety of users. In this sense, users such as SMEs and local and regional authorities continue to 

require incentives and support from the EU and from Member States.  

Indeed, as it has been shown by best practices for GMES downstream services, in the overwhelming 

majority of cases, they cater to the needs of public policy and have demonstrated their usefulness for 

public goals. This indeed might invite reasoning, put forward by some stakeholders, parallel to the 

decision under the 2007-2013 Financial Framework, where unused cohesion funds/ERDF were 

reallocated to a new priority: satellite-based broadband internet for remote regions. This indicates that 

services and applications developed on the basis of space technologies can be co-financed with 

Structural Funds, provided that there is enough political will and awareness. 

To conclude, based on its opinion adopted in December 2011 on the Future EU space policy, the 

CoR's future rapporteurs on space policy could consider a closer involvement in the debates on the 

promotion of GMES users' interests, so as to be able to draw in its political work on the latest 

evidence in the field. 

In any case, it is important from the CoR's point of view that those regions that are both suppliers and 

actual / potential users of GMES services, continue to benefit from synergies between the Structural 

Funds and the Horizon 2020, in terms of support for the purpose of smart specialisation in the area of 

space technologies. 


